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moment: the welfare of an individual or a nation
implies a standard of true humanity to which the
desires and caprices of the moment must be referred.
For the false short-range expediency of passing pleasures
and pains must be substituted a just and orderly con-
ception of social wellbeing. Thus the practice of Politi-
cal Economy demands an ideal alike of the individual
and the social life: a just ordering of life which will
lead to happiness.

Though Mr. Ruskin is stern in his denunciation of
the doctrine of utility and the school of utilitarians,
with their " greatest happiness of the greatest number/'
this repugnance is directed against the hedonism by
which most of the utilitarian prophets delivered over
the conduct of life to fleeting pleasures and pains,
without providing for the attainment of the conditions
of abiding happiness. Indeed Mr. Ruskin himself in
his Political Economy, so far as his conception of the
end is concerned, may not unaptly be classed as a
utilitarian. For though the operating motives upon
the individual man are to be the principles of Justice
and Honesty, the result is measured in terms of
happiness. "The final outcome and consummation
of all wealth is in the producing, as many as possible,
full-breathed, bright-eyed, and happy-hearted human
beings."l

In passing from Mercantile Economy to Mr. Ruskin's
science and art of Social Economics, we do not abandon
the self-seeking motives or the attainments of satisfac-
tion as the goal; we enlarge the scope and expand the
nature of these conceptions by rationalising and moral-
ising the "self" which is seeking satisfaction. The

1 Unto this Last, p. 65.: no science or art of wealth can be founded upon
